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FEEXLDONEY Fire festival of Ilkoma Taisha Shrine

(FEKR#tDRR] FHELFLEMEBLEEMIME (W FICVETVLIEDVOZILALR)
[Alias of Ikoma Taisha Shrine] lkoma-ni-lmasu-lkomatsuhiko Jinja Shrine

1. ¥ History
FREEMHEAICHZ2ERERE (W20 L) d BIZFERIZENTHEVLA, HERA 17
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Ikoma Taisha Shrine, located in Ichibu-cho,
Ikoma City, Nara Prefecture, is old, although its
founding date is unknown, and here is enshrined
the deity for the 17 villages of Ikoma Valley. This
shrine is one of the oldest ones in Japan,
enshrined with Kannabi, a mountain as a sacred
body that is believed to be the god, (in this case,

Mt. Ikoma) similar to Oomiwa Jinja Shrine and

Isonokami Jingu Shrine in Nara prefecture.

FEE KM - AB% & HFEE Main hall & Worshipping Hall of

2. $#sFD# Guardian Forest IkomaTaisha Shrine
HHEDBRNEBESETOHIIERBEDORAST
BN TEINTEY . KEHSODOBROHESICTFYIEITWET,

The guardian forest that covers the precincts of the shrine is designated as a natural treasure in

Nara Prefecture, and it still protects the ancient natural forest.

3. #WicowToHEE® Old description of the shrine
(1) #MERLRE (£52<5EE) OHKKEIFE (A58 F) AERETT,
The oldest description of this shrine is in the Ancient Soukoku Fudoki Document of the
3rd year of Emperor Yuryaku (in 458).
(2) EERXZICHRRNDHY £,
There is also a description in the Shosoin Document.
(3) FRIEFROIEEAAIK (927 F) TIIERLFEHFRBL L 2 LA BEXRLIFIEONT
TR (BbEIV) oELB->TWEDLH,IHY £7,
In the “Engishiki“ god name list of the year 927 in the Heian period, it was stated that two
gods of lkoma-ni-Imasu-lkomatsuhiko Jinja Shrine were lined up at the large shrine and
received the fabric of the prayer for rain (that is, Amakoi).



4, REROESEMIZT7 4 The deity of the main shrine is 7 gods

REROEEMIE, b EELA ODIThhA) 2 L (FERSBEHH (W E20Z0hH]) &
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K2, HIWEFOHAE, HHEFORE) Z2EbEIEY ., B|WEE 7 Beh->THET,

The deity of the main shrine was originally two guardian gods of the land (Ubusunakami) (a
divine couple, namely, of Ikomatsuhiko-no-kami and Ikomatsuhime-no-kami). However, during the
Kamakura period, the Hachiman shrine and the Hachiman faith, for the guardian gods of the samurai
family, prospered. Therefore, the five seats of Hachiman gods (namely, Empress Jingu, Emperor
Chuai, Emperor Ojin, Empress Jingu's mother, and Empress Jingu's father) are enshrined together,

and now there are seven gods.

5. EBEXHLDAEY Fire festival of lkoma Taisha Shrine
£YORRIE 7 HREFICETIADITZ Wb TWEY, EXLMD, Br—Hoid, “AEV
KREFEIND, RERETYVEDETAEEZTAROET, G o ko] & L TEHELELN
TWE L7z, FRRERO [l (Z<KTAL &) EXE 1882 (22-52): MEE (13<
BALL) EVWSIEPICE, REOAER (REMIALOER) IS AZ YR EEBFEXRIEL UM
DI-BEEHNBHINTVWET, FRCHNDOAERD [FHARE (SWVWTATATY) D ICHEM
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The origin of the festival is said to date back to the latter half of the 7th century. The gods of the
land, the divine couple, were tree gods called "Hikiriki, fire tree", which rubs trees together to make
a fire. Since ancient times, it has been revered as a "god of fire". In the books "Hokuzansho" (a
ceremony book) and Kisouki (a book of divination) in the Heian period it was written that the history
was described that the "fire tree" related to the emperor's Daijousai Ceremony for the emperor's
coronation was dedicated from |koma Taisha Shrine to the imperial family. “Uwamizuzakura”, a
sacred cherry tree, was also used in the
"Saidententei-no-G/" (Divination using the shell “g
of a turtle), at the Dajjousai Ceremony during &%
the Heisei and Reiwa eras. Based on this
history, the "Fire Festival", which is held every
October as an autumn festival, is designated as
an Intangible Folk Cultural Property of Nara
Prefecture as a rich traditional event since

ancient times.

CORY FHEID O KERY HI"Z EARA “t BB Mikoshi Owatari’, Passing of Mikoshi
DT, —MIC [ARY ] EFEN, £5RD
BILtOEKFREDOEE 8 ZONXY (#B) N
KRYz=ERLET,

(portable shrine). Quoted from the home page of

Ikoma Taisha Shrine.



The biggest feature of this festival is
"taking out the fire" from the front of the god.
This is generally called the "Fire Festival", and
a total of eight Benzuri i.e., representatives of |
the shrine community, from the north and

south of Ikoma Valley, direct the festival.

AR Tl HEHEE (HZ LBV, #
HE (T HIT) (MEICHHRZ LTSRS
ZHRD ). AMEHE (KIRBBIS/NE WIRBR%EZE
XYUTB), #E (WD), PREE(RNATY F “FEEZE(RATY £\ Bezuri Dance’. Quoted from the
W A8y (D&Y, ZH (hAX &) D home page of lkoma Taisha Shrine.
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At this festival, the performance order is

Mikoshi  Owatari (passing of  Mikoshi), " NER V) Hitori, Taking out the Fire”. Quoted from the

Gokuage (competing for the speed of offering ~ home page of lkoma Taisha Shrine.

to Mikoshi, the portable shrine), Ootaimatsu

Shinto Ritual (pushing a small torch against Ootaimatsu), Kagura Dance, Benzuri Dance, and “ Hitori’
Shinto ritual, and return of Mikoshi (portable shrine).

When the Benzuri Dance is over it comes the biggest attraction, "Hitori, Taking out the fire". A
total of four people working as fire fighters who run down the stone steps carrying a burning torch
ignited on the high stage. The two "Fire Takers" who carried the burning torches race each other
down the stone steps. When the "taking out the fire" is over, the portable shrine is returned to the
worship hall and the festival ends. Because the burning torches are good for warding off evil, the
small torches are shared among the worshipers to take home.

fmE D EmHHE (Edited by Kozo Uranishi).
TR HE 8L ~—72 J. > = 7F—(Translated by Hiroshi Inoue & Marc J. Sheffner)



FE#MLEKY &Fh7-H Muraya shrine, festival and us

1. W& ADDLHBi5F. #t  Shrine, the place where people meet god

ME#LIZ, T TIITFEME LA THE Lz, BHOERAIRINELTESHMLHESLE (L0
ICWETALDVOHLALR) TIRHPVIAILBIEZABI ERRUHTT . [FEOE AT !
EFRZHITEL, BRI->Z% L TEIADRICEVWTEREZBYOE, I
WTWE L7z, BORAICADELZDERLAIITEAZT > Y
FLl7ze ALBRPVEDICH > THERICBSNE LT,

Muraya shrine is locally called Moriya shrine. Formal name of

this shrine is “Muraya-ni-imasu Mihutsu-hime shrine”, but as we

were at infancy, we did not care the names and just called “Let’s go

to Moriya-san!” and played tag game, tripped over a tree root, and
cried at hurt knee. Stepping into a little bamboo bush and feeling HafEH  Little Bamboo Bush

soft clod made us forget the pain at knee. We met the nature and cured by gods.

2. HEMtomkEESE  Origin and history of Muraya shrine
HMEMML ORI KMt (FEHAbLALY) OEBTHLHIAYED L. 3 AOREREEZFF - T
EARDOEER L. KYETDFE LR ST =FEEDG TS, ZOEE, -oNEMLIZRmmto f/Ze
Ebn. [BEEODH] © [RAZE2OM], [ETEEROME]
ELTHLRFEINTWET,

Enshrined gods of Muraya are Omononushi-no-mikoto,
also enshrined in Oomiwa shrine, and Mihotsuhime-no-
mikoto, descended from 7akamagahara carrying three rice
stalks and married Omononushi. From these initial stories,

Muraya shrine is called a Bekkyu, parallel shrine, of

Oomiwa shrine and respected as “the god of marriage”,

“the god of family's safety” and “the god of prosperous

£4#7-H Enshrined Gods (from the HP)

business”.

[ZE| wmARICL 2 & THOE (673) Tl [NEM] ANERHORT TEESEABITERMKL.
KEBAEFHICHEL CEBBAICENZLINTVLET, ZOWEICL > T, e L THDAIE %
AERENOEN ST EHABRICEINTWET, ZORLFAENIEZEY £ L2 BEitEER
(14 t##2) DELACKRIEER (16 tHiE) DMKAFT ETMEOE L LICESAEFN THME T DN,
HHAEB L TRIBLREANBICHE>TITEE LT,

According to the “Engishiki’ god name list, in Jinshin war (673), “Muraya god” possessed the
Muroya Kikumaro, the family head of Muraya shrine, and advised Oama-no-miko side people how
to successfully lead to the winning. As the result, Muraya shrine is recorded in Nihonshoki that
Muraya was awarded from Emperor Tenmu the first “certificate of rank” as a shrine. Muraya shrine
was awarded the certificate several times after that, but being involved in the war in the years of
Northern/Southern Dynasties (14" century) and the war between Hisahide Matsunaga and Toichi
Family (16" century) , Muraya lost the ground for shrine. The loss of ground and fiscal tightness

resulted in the difficulties in continuing shrine services.

4



3. HEMHEDEY The festivals of Muraya shrine

CDESLEHLVWERZRTH, NEMH TIIEHNARY ASICHRE. e ADRAMRINT
WEJ,

Even passing through difficult history, Muraya shrine has continued the traditional festivals until

now and exchanges between god and people are still sustained.

#HESY 28118 IFHRUBICHE -7, ARSEEZN LS
WOMCFICONE M THOBZEZ WEBWTBE-HZEA T IT2EHFEEZ LT, AEZD

EEHNEZIL, BEP’HEER T, B’ HELERL, REICEH 2]

WTRT T,

Onda Festival 11*" of February Holy activities praying for rich crop

harvests, started in early Edo era.

Preparation --- build dike using fork, hoe and cow, scatter seeds

and grow for seedling. When ready -+ priests plant rice, priestess

offer holy dance, end with scattering rice cakes. ¢ BBD%E  Cow in Costume

FOHE< <Y 6A30H BEFFOFEBMNZINL., EY FFOBZRE - MEELEHY £9,
EROBICKZLFDHZET, £ 22 o> TEMTHRENKEE
RIZAY £9, EROPTHEAVEDARICEE 3EREH T THE |

DFEBNZZ L. Bhz)ITRL £,
Chinowa-kuguri 30" of June Remove sin and filth of the last 6
months, wish health for next 6 months.

Install a giant grass-made ring before praying hall, enter sacred

area enclosed with bamboo. Inside the sacred area, breathe 3-times

onto white paper and let it flow on the river with sin and filth. # @i Grass-made Ring

MEY 10H9H-10H BH=CTIEBECTHELZZML., NS TIEPEICRH L. K4 HE%x =i,
Ao NEMEH Y IIRBOEF T, EECHENBRA LAY
ZREXEDREL £ LTz, AS#RIII S L2 ik TS, WNE
IR E DIEH=EE T,
Autumn Festival 9" and 10t of October Priestess offer dance of
fan in first night, and offer Daidai Kagura in next day.
Daidai Kagura : The area around Muraya shrine was industrially

evolved and entertainment culture was developed. Daidai Kagura is

unique dance of Muraya inheriting the culture. E.- ' .
A4 385  DaiDaiKagura (from the HP)
4. K#MEREKF Ujigami-sama and community around the shrine
EFlE [RIEDTB - 7titk] ZERMRETVE LD, SF REOHIRZF2MKR=EFI£] 2K
HEREFEWVWET, BOT, KHRIIBEINLTHZOMIBOANT-bEE%FY £7,
In old days, “Ujigami-sama” was the god of some specific clan. Now it is the god of some specific
area, like a village. Therefore Ujigami-sama takes care of all the people including non-believers.
fREE - iR 1 KFE L E (Edited and translated by Tadaoki Kihara)



[(£BBY T —DER]
TEIAPD Y DEF Temples related to Priest Gyoki

t1#F Chikurinji temple

YItRSFiR
Chikurinji tomb

G g N . z V5 01 AL
SEEAFOMFEANIC, MTMFEELH 2, HERNK 4 Hick¥) OriA%MET, £8%X
LAREOERODEEEEZONTWET,

On the right of the path of Chikurinji temple there is Chikurinji tomb which was made in the

late 4th century. It is a keyhole-shaped tomb and thought to be made for the chief of the local

powerful family in the area.

A&  Main hall TEEIADEMR The érave ;)f Priest Gyoki
MIHFIIERFROE, TEPFHAIL-S b TWES, TENB T 49 BRD—D2 £HELE (W
CEBAIFS]) EHESNTWET, 1235 FICTMHTFORBICL > TXRE(NEICH > TATEDERH
SEFEAFIE I N TR, [TEGEMIEAICEY £ L7, AAFFTEOAE - &, Z0HF - MR
ELFRE LA, BAOHLDBEBERIC K > TR L £ L7z, FAL 10 £(1998) (2174 1250 F£RRTICA
- ERBREFOLE, BEOEENEHBINE LT,

This temple was said to be built by Gyoki who was a Buddhist priest in the Nara period in the
8th century. It is thought to be one of the 49 temples built by Gyoki. In 1235 the Gyoki's urn was
excavated from his grave and the worshipping Gyoki became popular. The restorer of Saidaiji temple,
Priest Eison and his disciple Priest Ninsho restored Chikurinji site in the 13th century. In the Meiji
period the temple was damaged following the government policy of the separation of Shintoism and
Buddhism. The buildings of the temple site were developed in 1998 under the supervision of

Toshodaiji temple to commemorate the 1250th year since Gyoki's death.



M#%EZEF Enpukuji temple

MA@EFAODOREE  Stairs at the entrance A& Main Hall
FERICLD & T49 F~T57T FIZ, THEICK-TRIEIN-Z 5 T, EELRDZ XKD, TEAICIE
HERROBRICEDZEAZDADZE>TWVWET,
Enpukuji temple was originally built by Priest Gyoki from 749 to 757 according to the records of
this temple. Fires occurred several times and only the Main Hall, which was rebuilt in the Kamakura

period, left.

FEAE (CHE LBECH)
Hokyointo Pagodas (Both of them were designated as Important Cultural Assets.)

B (ERNIEE T 239 cnTEBICILDEF (Lo L) *ZHATHET, EEGER)IEES 236 cn
T, BHICLOBREZHNATHWET, BELN L TERAAT, REKRZRKXT2FLEEONLTVLET,
Syuji (*), Sanskrit characters to symbolize four kinds of Buddhist images are engraved on the

left pagoda which is 239cm tall. Four kinds of Buddhist images are engraved on the right pagoda
which is 236cm tall. Both pagodas show the lotus petal style and are the representative works of the

Kamakura period.

*BF (Lpl) &l

RFECTERREL-DDOE, BRBHCIIHEICETFE (Lwll) &5
WET, BROBEICEVWTABE LB LEZRET 27200 ik
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FEEEIIE Hokyointo Pagodas
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Quoted from Digital Museum of lkoma city) (=) () () )




4B Ojyo-in temple
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ARE  Main Hall ZEE ATEMEBE L L TARREMICRBEENTLET,
Gorinto pagoda is at the back of the Main Hall for the repose of Gyoki.

ABED L DDORIF, TNENEKRITTHR Gk ANEAZRE) EFIEN D FHEOBREREZREML TV ET,
RERECHET 2 EEOAFIEARTRICETIN, BRIFMERELTICEFEET I L0 BRIADON
TWBHDTY,

FEREEL (CLoF) HEHOPICHY . RRFEROEITENKRT 21 & (749) 1282 mTERL
TmE ERFEINTEMLOERICHIZZ LA ONTWET, TEORFIERT (BEXF) HhoF4E
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Gorinto pagodais a five-part gravestone representing five elements of earth, water, fire, wind,
and the void. It means that the physical body will return to five elements of the universe and the
soul will go to heaven.

Gyoki passed away in Sugawaradera (also known as Kikouji) temple in 749 at the age of 82. His
disciples carried his body placed in Kosh/ (a kind of carrier) from that temple to Ojyo-in temple and
the body was cremated here at the eastern foot of Mt. Ikoma. The main image of this temple is the
seated statue of the Priest Gyoki.

fmEE - TeER : AT ET (Edited and translated by Chiyoko Sudo)
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